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ITEM CH9

CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 10 JULY 2008

WORK PROGRAMME

Introduction 
In consultation with the Chairman and the Directorate, a range of source materials have been reviewed to identify topics and activities to be included in the Work Programme for the Committee, for 2007/08 onwards.  These sources included the media, service plans, MORI surveys, the Corporate Plan and Comprehensive Performance and Service Assessments.

Scrutiny Officers have liased with the Chairman of the Committee and Directorate officers to draw up the suggestions below.

All of the topics in the table have met at least 5 of the 10 question criteria for inclusion that are shown in the diagram at the end.

A.
Proposed Work Programme

	Priority
	Topic (with background information)
	Type of activity
	Members and support

	High
	Attainment – possible themes that the Committee may wish to include:

· “Overall academic achievement of Oxfordshire pupils is no more than satisfactory and GCSE results, although improving, are below those in similar areas”; 

· Improvement of standards at Key Stage 4; 

· Progress of ethnic minority pupils;

· Educational attainment of most economically deprived children/children on free school meals (subject of a Council motion);

· “Learning Matters” and attainment role – opportunity for external scrutiny.
	Scrutiny Review
	Review Group Members to be nominated; Scrutiny Review Officer

	High
	Teenage conception rates 

Possible themes to cover:

· (Insufficient progress on areas of high need on teenage conception rates);

· Links to deprivation.
	Select Committee/small scale review
	Whole Committee or Review Group to be nominated; Scrutiny Review Officer

	High
	Bullying and behaviour issues*.
	Scrutiny Review
	Review Group Members to be nominated; Scrutiny Review Officer

	High
	Review of the Children & Young People’s Plan after year 1 – outcomes and priorities.

The Committee has indicated a wish to review the implementation of the Plan (possible members - Cllrs Glass-Woodin, Fooks, Viney, also Sue Matthew and Bernadine Spencer).

	Task Group reporting back periodically to Committee.
	Task Group Members as indicated; Service and Scrutiny Review Officers

	High
	Young (Child) Carers (and support for them).

The Committee has indicated a wish to undertake some work in this area.

	Scrutiny Review?
	Review Group Members to be nominated; Scrutiny Review Officer

	High/Medium
	Vulnerable groups – possible themes that the Committee may wish to explore:

· CYPP priorities re support for vulnerable children and families;

· Fostering & Adoption inspection outcomes;

· Effectiveness of strategies to place children looked after;

· Support for disabled children.
	Select Committee/Scrutiny Review
	

	High/Medium
	“How we communicate with schools as a Directorate” which could touch upon issues raised in strategic documents – eg:

· Improving financial services focusing on schools capacity;

· Management Services and integrated business support;

· ICT solutions
	Select Committee
	Whole Committee supported by 

Scrutiny Review Officer and Service Officers


	High/Medium
	“The Changing relationship with schools in line with legislation” – possible themes that the Committee may wish to explore may include:

· Schooling structures/consultation re schools, academies, foundations, trusts – with pressure of housing development requirements.
	Task Group.  Reporting back periodically to Committee and tracking Cabinet.
	Task Group Members to be nominated; Service and Scrutiny Review Officers

	High/Medium
	The Children’s Trust – the Children & Young People’s Board – how we (OCC) work with the voluntary sector in these arrangements.
	Scrutiny Review or Select Committee?
	Review Group Members to be nominated; Whole Committee and Scrutiny Review Officer


Other items identified during the work programme development, but with no priority allocated, included:

B.
Supplementary List For Future Consideration

· Take up of access available to leisure, sport, arts, among young people*
· Sport in Schools* 

· Home to School Transport

· Fire Safety in Schools
· Truancy
· Parental Involvement in Education

· School Crossing Patrol Service

· The School Run 

· 20 mph Speed Limits outside of Schools

· Children’s play facilities (see above*)

· Surplus primary/secondary places

· Schools security

· Why is it that 95% of children referred to EBD schools are boys? (covered by bullying/behaviour topic above?*)

· Workload for teachers, especially Headteachers 
· Drugs and substance misuse
The Committee is asked to:

(a) consider whether it wishes to replace any items in the proposed Work Programme (A.) with items in the supplementary list (B.);

(b) decide which reviews from the proposed Work Programme (A.) should commence first and which to follow second.

The Committee is asked to make other suggestions for inclusion in the Work Programme. Any suggestions should meet the test of the 10 question criteria, so far as possible.

Detailed presentation and notes (in power point) on Work Programme preparation produced in May 2005 for the Co-ordinating Group and again in May 2006 are available on request. 
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